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The party, the state and the trade unions in our country are working hand in hand, coordinating 
their efforts, each carrying out its functions. This coordination, this unity, is a 

guarantee of success for the comnunist cause. [t is unity that we will not allow anyone 

to shake! 


Comrades, our party and our people have a hign opinion of the international activity of 

the Soviet trade unions. This activity promoting the working people's interests and peace 
meets with due acknowledgement from our class brothers abroad. This is illustrated, for 

one thing, by the presence of a large number οὗ guests from other countries at your congress. 
I should like to extend hearty greetings τὸ them and to wish them success in their substantial 
efforts which are so important for many millions of working people! 

Unity of che working people of all countries, unity of their trade unions, is more essential 
today than ever before. Thev have a vast area of common interests. Above all, a desire to 
banish the threat of war, to out a stop to the arms race, to preserve and consolidate detente. 
The Tenth World Trade Union Congress made this clear. [t demenserated a grcwing urge for 
unity and solidarity on a ciass-oriented, anti-imperialist basis: for combined efforts in 

the fight against the war ¢anger and to strengthen peace. 


Now a few words about tne international situation as a whole. Te say it is complicated 
and tense would perhaps be saving coo little. The situation arouses alarm over the entire 


: 
further development of international relations. 


Take what has happened at the Madrid follow-up conference on security and cooperaticn in 
Europe. 


Security and cooperation ~- that was the mandate the conference had from the peoples. 
Instead, however, high-ranking representatives of the governments of the United States 

and (under obvious Washington pressure) of sore other NATO countries have come to Madrid 
with an entirely different intention, that of poisoning to the maximum th: international 
atmosphere. As a pretext, they chose the internal events in Poland. NAI[G bloc spokesmen 
began telling the Sejm and the Government of the Polish People’s Repvulic and tne leadersnip 
of the Polish United Workers' Party what they should do to settle their country's internal 
problems. Nor did they omit slandering the Soviet Unior ard other countries of the socialist 
community. Representatives of governments that in every manner patronise the bloodiest 

and most inhuman regimes now to be found in the world, that take it out on people active 

in trade unions and other democratic organisations in their own countries, heid forth 
unblushingly on the subject of "championing human rights.” 


Let me repeat: Polish atfairs were no more than a pretext. No one will succees in over- 
turning socialism in Poland. That is also evidently understood by the foreign inspirers 

of the Polish counter-revolutionaries. Their true aim in Madrid was to add still more 

heat te the general atmosphere and thereby facilitate the sinister plans of the United 

States with regard to Western Europe. They want to amke it a launching pad for new 

American missiles, a lightning rod that would take the retaliatory strike in the event of 

a conflict. Furthermore, they want to raise additional obstacles to the development of 
normal economic ties between Western Europe and the socialist countries. These ties 
obviously do not suit Washington, because Western Europe is one of its cnief economic rivals. 


Actions of that sort give food for serious thought about the future of detente and 
peaceful cooperation in Eurcpe, and not in Europe alone. 


Madrid, after all, is only a recent example. One could probably say that international 
relations as a whole have now come to a distinctly visible crossroads. 


On the one hand lies the path of strengthening peace and extending peaceful cooperation 
among all states, cooperation based on unfailing respect for the independence, rights 
and interests of each country, on non-interference in internal affairs, and on joint 
efforts to strengthen world security and mutual confidence. 
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That pach is cleariv marked out in the srovisions of the Helsinki Conference, and in many 
other inter-ccate documents of the pase decade. anc it has been confirmed by practical 
experience of nations, csnecialiv tne European nstions during chose ten vears. 
On the other hand lies the nath onte which the world is being intensively pushed by the 
newly tledyed devotees of cold wur and dangerous balancing on the brink of a real war. 


and ethical norms of relations 
and to cancel their independence 
tical map of the world, and 
reir “vital inte 2scts." 

ies, and to judge and "punish" 


They would Lixe nothing better than to tear up the ieral 
between states that have taken shape over the centirie 
and sovereiynty. They are trying to retailor the pail 
have declared large regions on all continents as zones 
They have arroyvated the "right" to command some countr 
others. Unembarrassed, they publicty announce, and trv to carry out, plans for economic 
and political “destablisation” of governments and states that are not to their Liking. 
With unexampled cynicism they gloat over difficulties experienced by this or that nation. 
They are trying to substitute "sanctions" and blockades for normal communications and 
international trade, and endless threats of armed force, not short of threats to use 


nuclear weapons, for contacts and negotiations. 


It is simply astonishing to see it all. And you cannot help asking yourself: What is 
there more of in this poy -- theuzhtlessness and Lak of experience in international 
atfairs, or irresponsi ity and, τὸ say it bluntly, an adventurist approach to problems 


crucial for the destiny of mankind? Not in sur country, aut in the columns of respectable 


“, 


organs of the U.S. bourgecis press this policy was described as "a course to political 
disaster’. It is hard to deny the validity of this description. 


Speaking of blockades and "sanctions": The Soviet Union is a large country with a powerful 
economy and a wealth of resources. And the socialist community as a whole is even more 

than that. So we could somehow manage, and let no one have any doubts abouc thar. Among 
countries Wastington calls its allies many are far more dependent on foreign trace for 

all their development. [nr is hard to say, therefore, whose interests are hit ποτα painfully 
by the policy of cowboy attacks on international trade and normal economic relations. 


Objectively speaking, che course of further straining the international atmosphere, 
escalating the arms race, and destroving normal ties between states augurs no good to any 
nation. And that, of course, includes the Americans. 3ut the troubles it will cause all 
mankind may be numerous indeed. That is why we are firmly convinced that this course 
cannot win the support of the peoples, and has no future. The sooner this is understood 
by its initiators, the better ic will be for ail concerned. 


As for the Soviet Union, we are firmly and undeviating!. set on the course of lasting 
peace and peaceful, mutually beneficial cooperation among all states, irrespective of 
their social and political system. and, certainiv, we want all sarticipants in the 
Madrid meeting, when it resumes its work, to finally get down to the business for 
which it was convened -- security and cooperation in Europe. Also, we want the road 
opened for a conference on military detente and disarmament in Europe, so badly needed 


by the peoples of our continent. 


Comrades, the militarist line and aggressive policy of the NATO bloc, headed by the 

United States, are forcing us to maintain our country's defence capability at the due 
level. hat is a grim necessity of the present-day world, and, of course, it requires 
diverting considerable resources to the detriment of our plans of peaceful construction. 
But as I have already said more than once, we have not spent, nor will we spend, a single 
rouble more for these purposes than is absolutely necessary for the security of our people, 
and that of its friends and allies. And we see the future not in the context of any 
unrestricted stockpiling cf mountains of weapons, but in the context of reaching sensible 
accords with the other side on a mutual lowering of the level of military confrontation. 
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In this connection, of course, the problem of reducing nuclear armaments in Europe merits 
special attention. One could sav that at present this is the key to ending the growing 
danger of a worldwide nuclear-missile war. 


You are aware, comrades, of the concrete and far-reaching proposals made by the Soviet 
Union on this score: From the one for reducing by two-thirds the nuclear arsenals of the 
two sides in Europe and designed for use in Europe, to the one for completely clearing 

the continent of medium-range and tactical nuclear weapons. [It is alse common knowledge 
that the American side has so far been evading a serious discussion, let along solution, 
of these questions, taking cover behind the absurd demand that the Soviet Union should 
unilaterally disarm, which Washington has, as though in mockery. called the "zero option”. 


However, we do not lose hope of reaching a sensible accord on the basis of parity and equal 
security of the sides. Furthermore, we are doing everything we can to this end, doth in 

words and in actions. Τ can inform you. dear comrades, that, striving to facilitate a just 
dgreement on a maior reduction of nuclear weapons by both sides in Europe. and desirous οἵ 


setting po weed example. the Seviet teadershiop hus taken a decision to intreduce. unileter- 
allv.oa meratorium on the cenlowment of medium-range nuclear arvaments in the Suremean cart 
of tne USSR. We are freezing, in doth the quancitarive and qualitative respecrs, the am- 
aments of this sxind already stationed here, and replacement of old mis- 


This meratorium will be in foree either until an agreement is reached with the Cnited States 
to ceduce, on the basis of parity and equal security, the medium-range auciear weapons 
designed “or use in Europe, or until the time, if and when, the U.S. leaders, disregarding 
the security of the nations, actually go over the practical preparations to deploy Pershing- 
2 missile and cruise missiles in Europe 


OW We Nave 


Further, we stated earlier that if the two sides reached agreement on a moratorium we would 
be prepared, as a sign of goed will, ta carry out a untlate : 
i 


r 

rat reduction of the number of 
ra) treed upon. 
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our nuclear weapons in Europe as dart af the future reduct 


decided to take a new step demonstrating our rosoive our raith = he Dassi- 


5 t not 
Silitvy of a mutually acceptable agreement. The Soviet Union intends already this year, 
unless there is a new aggravation of the international situation, to reduce ἃ certain 


number of its medium-range missiles on its own initiative. 


In wececounting these decisions we are contident that che people 
ciate the peaceable intentions and zoed will displaved by ft 


or the worid will appre- 
i : τ re 
that our Western counterparts in the talks are able to respond to this ἮΝ constructive 


fect Union. Ye aise hare 


steps in a spirit ot good will. 


At the same time we regard it as our duty to make the following perfectly clear. Lf the 
governments of the United States and its NATO allies, in defiance of the will of the nations 
for peace, were actually to carry out their plan to deploy in Europe hundreds of new Amer- 
ican missiles capable of striking targets on the territery of the Soviet Union, a different 
stratezic situation would arise in the world. There would arise a real additional threat 
to our country and its allies from the United States. This would compel us to take retal- 
iatory steps that would put the other side, including the United Stares itselr., its own 
territery. in an analogous position. This should net be forgotten. 

This circumstance is yet another reminder of how significant the question of a Soviet- 
American strategic nuclear arms Limitation and reduction agreement is fort 


of peace for lessening the threat of a world-wide nuclear conflagration. As is known, 
the United States has refused to put inte ferce the treaty on this score that was signed 
im L979. Nor has Washington vet wished te roid further tales on this problem. Rut 


“ 


as 
rhe tissue is becoming increasing! . acute ind ursent. 
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In the first ofaeel Implementation of the American »fans te station aew missiles ἐπ Surone 
ΤΟ ἃ umset -- with conseymences Yor the fucur: chat are diffieuts: co foresees -- the stra- 
τσὶ arms balance the sides Save reaeime? an the present time. 
Tho τῆς second place, the development ὃ the sices of new νας of mass destruecfon weapons 
unless this is stopped on tne hasis or a treaty) could knock out the ground “rom under 
wimitation, reduction and -ontrol agreements that are new still vossible. 


Therefore, we call on the zovernment of the United States not to raise artificial barriers 
to SALT talks and to vet down cto them in the nearest future. Penadine their resumption we 
would propose that the two sides undertake a mutual commitment not to open a new channel 
᾿ξ the arms build-up, aot to depley sea-based or ground-based Long-range cruise missiles. 
in general, we believe that the situation in the world calls for maximum restraint in the 
ailitary activity of the two ooposing alliances of countries. We would be prepared. for 
example, co agree to a mutual restriction of naval operations. In particular, we would 
consider it possibile te asree thac missile submarines of the two sides should be removed 
from their present extensive combat patrol areas, that their cruises should be restricted 
ἊΝ limits mutually agreed ci; on. We would also be prepared to discuss the question of 
spreading confidence-building measures to the seas and oceans, especially to areas through 
which the busiest shipping routes pass. [In short, we stand for the largest possible part 
sf the world ocean becoming 3 zone of peace in the very nearest future. 

These are our new proposals on 


the issue of curbing the arms build-up and averting the 
threat of ancther world war. As vou see, r 


᾿ comrades, our party and the Soviet Government 
are conscientiously carrying cut the people's mandate, are doing everything to justify 
the hopes of the veople of our country, and of ail mankind, for a lasting peace. for clear 


skies above a Deaceful Earth. 
Courades, the time allotted for my speech is running out. 


A few words in conclusion. The current vear is the year of the 40th anniversary of the 


Formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 


This is a big holiday for our dear motherland, a holiday of the friendship of the peoples. 


‘ies policy. At the same time it is a zgocd occasion 

fying the tasks for the future. As we prepare to 
ge our actions, time and again, bv the yardstick of 
Δ new society 
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Allow me to express the ccnfidence that the trade unions will ρίαν an ever-greater role 
in the further development of our great multinational state, in the building of communism. 


I wish you ene and all, dear friends, big successes in your work and social activity, and 
joy and happiness in iife. 


